VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE U.S.
THE GREATER MAHOPAC POST NO. 5491
P.O. Box 132

Mahopac, New York 10541

Dear Principal:

The Veterans Of Foreign Wars Post 5491 Mahopac, New York and it’s Ladies
Auxiliary would like to inform you of the scholarships available for our children .
Enclosed please find all the information needed to offer them the opportunity to
participate in these programs.

Please share this information with your teachers and students. We would all

be proud to have a winning student from our community.

Sincerely,
Ray Callinan, V.0.D. Chairman
V.F.W. Post 5491

Kristina Boccia, Youth Activities
Ladies Auxiliary, V.F.W. Post 5491
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Conducted nationwide, this VFW sponsored youth essay competition
gives studenis an opportunity to write essays expressing their views
demuoracy. We invile you to join the more than 125,000 students

paciicipated tast year in this contest. The top 46 national winners
ieast $500. The first-place award is currently $5,000,
cxpense paid trip o Washington, D.C. for the winner and a

M or guardian,

ire mii
G G-

Sig National Prizes
Prizes inciude the various amounts of

awards listed below:

Ist:  $5,000 7th: $1,750

2nd:  $4,000 8-9th: $1,500
J3rd: $3,500 10-11th: $1,250

4th:  $2,750 12-13th: $1,000

5th:  $2,500 14-15th: $750

6th:  $2,000 16-46th: $500

When is the deadline?
To qualify, all entries must be submitted to a sponsoring VFW Post by Nov. 1, 2013,

The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has again approved
this contest for its National Advisory List of Contests and Activities,

How does the contest work?

Where do I submit my entry?

All entries begin at the Post level. The only exception is where schools/classes/youth
groups have large numbers of students and wish to conduct their own competition,
submitting one winner for each 15 students to the local VFW Post competition.
Individual students may submit their entry directly to the Post providing they have
not competed at a school/class competition.

The contest consists of four levels. The first level (entry) is sponsored by local VFW
Posts. Post winners advance, one for every 15, to the VFW District (regional) level
where the one first-place winner is advanced to the VFW Department (state) level,
The one first-place winner at the Department level is then advanced into the VFW
National competition. The winner from each Department (state) then competes for
the national prizes.

Laf

YN can enter’? :

Patriot’s Pen is open to 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade students enrolled in public, private

or parochial schools in the U.S,, its territories or its possessions. Home-schooled stu-
dents also are eligible.

Dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in overseas schools can partici-
pate too. (Foreign exchange students and former winners that placed in the National
finals are excluded from the contest.)
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2013-14 OFFICIAL STUDENT PATRIOT'S PEN COMPETITION
ENTRY FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY ALL CONTESTANTS

Name: First, M.L, Last

Address

City, State, Zip

glomePhon:a E-mall

Date of Birth Grade In School  Essay Word Count

School Name, City, State
P HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE CONTEST RULES

Signature of Student Participant Date v

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE VFW/AUXILIARY PQST
| cortify that this student is an authorized entry In our
VFW Post Level Patriot's Pen Competition,

Post Commander's/Chairman’s Signature Post #

Ladles Auxiilary President's/Chalrman’s Signature

Post Address

City, State, Zip .
No. of students participating ____ No. of winners advanced to District —

Amt of Post/Aux. awards $
Amt. of Post/Aux. additional expenses (banquet, pins, etc.) $

TO 2E COMPLETED BY THE VFW/AUXILIARY DISTRICT
lcerﬂfymatthesundmnasnedhuwwmseetlonlsmeduly
Essay Contest District Competition
and Is our sole entry Into the Department finals.

District Chalrman’s Signatuwre Dist. #

Address

City, State, ZIp

( )
Phone E-mali

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE VFW DEPARTMERT CHAIRMAN
lcenﬂymatu\estudemnamedlntheprevio&ssecuonlsmm}y
selectod first-place winner of the Patriot's Pen Essay Department
competmon,‘andlsomsoleemmmuauonalmgng.

Department Chalrman's Signature

( ) I )
Daytime Phone

E-mall

The winner O has been O will be (check one) notified that they are the
first piace Department winner on Note: National Headquarters
will contact your winner after this date to notify them of thelr national
placement.




How do | get started?

* Aska teacher or youth group/club adult leader to supervise the Patriot’s
Pen writing competition.

* Contact a local VFW Post and indicate your interest in participating.

* Establish a contact person who is 2 member of that VFW Post or its
Ladies Auxiliary.

* Make sure that your essay is submitted to the VEW Post before the contest
deadline of Nov. 1,2013.

How am | judged?
You will be judged on how well you understand, develop and present the
theme. A positive approach is recommended to express your viewpoint.

L R R A T R A A L N T N R A AL B 2 L S I ST NP S YT ST S T S PSP anldgofthethaneismrth”points:
What are the rules? ’ You must show a thorough knowledge of the theme in your work.
+ Essay length: 300-400 tvpewritten words, : Demonstrate you have researched the issue extensively.
+ You must write vour own essav.
+ All essays should be tvpewritten in English with
no color or graphics and cannot be less than 300
words or greater than 400 words in length.

. Theme development is worth 35 points:
. Answer all relevant facts about the theme such as the who, what, where, when
and why. Relate the theme to your own experiences.

{Essavs under or over these word amounts will be . Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points:
eliminated,) Every word is counted regardless of - Write your essay in an easy-to-understand format. Leave your reader with a
length. The essav title {theme) or added footnotes - clear understanding of your explanation of the theme.

do not contribute to the word count.

: What is the theme?
. VFW’s Commander-in-Chief annually chooses the year’s theme. The 2013-14

Deadline— , ) o . theme is What Patriotism Means to Me.
The completed essav and entry form must be in the :

hands of the VEW Post Chairman by midnight on

o LOCAL VFW POST INFORMATION:
Nov. 1, 2013.

contacT: __fost S4q|

PHONE:_3YS 6J8- €794 BEST TIME TO CALL: ’?g?-“‘,eiﬁm
ALTERNATE CONTACT: B isStino. ®ocecia

PHONE: 345 $Ya-b30Y BEST TIME 70 caLL: AS e -

In no way mav contestants identify themselves
within thejr essay. Do not put vour name on vour
essay. The entrv form is vour essav’s cover sheet.
Secure the Official Student Entry Form with a staple
or other fastener on top of vour essav, Contestants are

R N

allowed to enter oniv once fope Post competition . Yo 00
Contestants found in violation of this rule will face
elimination from the competition and will be required
to return any and all prive monev awarded or received.

The essav must be a contestant’s original work and |
a product of the contestant’s own thinking. The .
approach to the Patriot’s Pen theme should be positive .
and clearly focused. Poetry is not acceptable, .
Quotations may be used sparingly if plainly identified +
wherever used. A contestant’s teacher, counselor or
parent may check the essay for punctuation, grammar
and/or spelling, but the content must remain the con- i Bt
testant’s. Contestants will be judged on the basis of : VFW A

. their essay alone and are not required to present the | TR & Foarien wins m,it —~
essay orally. All essays become the property of the .. REEm——
Veterans of Foreign Wars, The VEW retains non-exchi- ©
sive rights to use vour essay and likeness in the pro- . Patriot's Pen Competition
motion aﬂd execution of the organization’s programs Veterans of Foreign Wars
and activitics. ‘ & Ladies Auxiliary
Note: All entries must be submitted to a VIW Kansas City, Missouri
Post competition. If vou have difficulty identifvinga ¢ (816) 756-3390, ext. 220
sponsoring Post in vour area, call the Patriot’s Pen : E-Mail: swilson@vfw.org
national office at: (816) 756-3390, ext. 220 or e-mail: : www.vfw.org
swilson@yfiv.org, EMBLEM AND SUPPLY ORDER NO. 4440
3 Revised 1/2013
.
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n August 2nd,
1776%, 56 men
made their way across
the room to sign their
names on a highly
controversial piece of
paper. Much like how a
father vows to love his child
unconditionally, despite not
knowing what that child will do
in the future, America’s founding
fathers signed away their lives in
the uncertain hope that thirteen
diverse - and often contradictory-
colonies will be able to survive as an
independent nation.

If | were there on that historical
day, | would tell those men that their
hope was not false. The thirteen smali;
colonies would grow into fifty states,
and The United States of America
would come to be one of the most
powerful countries in the world. | would
tell them the stories of Americans,
most of whom will not be born until
decades later, who will come to
embody the American spirit that was
born that day. Abraham Lincoln, who
will lead our country through what is

actaally signed until August Znd

“From the U Dedatation of Indepuendonon

2012-2013
PATRIOT'S PEN ,
WINNER

MARIESSA MCKENNA
Sponsored by Post and
Auxiliary 8045

Bowie, Maryland

What | Would Tell
America’s Founding Fathers

perhaps its greatest moral crisis, the
Civil War. Susan B. Anthony, who will
courageously advocate for the women's
rights movement. Martin Luther

King, Jr., who will use the power of
nonviolence to fight for civil rights and
become a voice for African Americans.
Neil Armstrong, who will become the
first man to walk on the moon and
together with Buzz Aldrin will proudly

. place the American flag on the moon’s

surface for all the world to see.
Although they may not believe me,
I would tell them that while some of
the delegates sitting in that room may
see them as nothing but overconfident
fools, that their actions that day would
make them fifty-six of the bravest
fools in history. | would tell them that
the world will grow and change, that
new things will be invented and new
wars will be fought, but America will
stay true to the statement on the
document they signed that day, “that
all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.“’

' Although it is commonly believed to be July 4th, the Dedlaration of Independince was not

16 LADIES AUXILIARY VFW MAGAZINE
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